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Pioneer Priests of North America. By Eev. T. J. Campbell, S. J. 
Vol. I, Among the Iroquois; vol. ii^ Among the Hurons; vol. in. 
Among the Algonquins. The American Press, New York, 1911- 
1914. 

In the annals of the Catholic Church there is nowhere a more glori- 
ous record of achievement than is to be found in the pages devoted to 
the propagation of the faith on the American continent, North and 
South, since the day Columbus iirst raised the Cross in the Western 
hemisphere. The marvelous labors, first of all, of the Spanish mission- 
aries who followed in the wake of, and corrected, as far as circumstances 
permitted, the evil wrought by the fierce Conquistadores, arouse our 
warmest admiration. Yet, what these "pioneer priests" of Spanish 
America accomplished in the South for the extension of the Kingdom of 
God on this newly discovered continent was faithfully duplicated in the 
North, during the seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, by 
devoted missionaries of various religious orders and congregations. 
Even at the present time the coldest, bleakest, most desolate parts of the 
Dominion of Canada bear daily witness to the successful labors of hun- 
dreds of priests, and of their invaluable coadjutors, the nuns of the great 
missionary communities, amid conditions which, but for the grace of 
God, would be simply beyond human endurance. The writer recalls 
having met many years ago, several of these modern heroes of the Cross, 
men v/ho had spent the best part of their lives teaching the rudiments 
of the faith to the Indians, in the most remote regions of British 
Columbia. Yet, not one of them was in the least conscious that he had 
done anything out of the ordinary. Several among them were scholars 
— one in particular is now famous for philological writings — and all 
were French gentlemen of the best type. But in early manhood they 
gave up all worldly prospects in order to follow more closely in the foot- 
steps of the Divine Master, and thereby have made humanity their ever- 
lasting debtors. 

It is a series of pen pictures of the predecessors of these modern 
evangelists in the seventeenth century possessions of France in North 
America, that Father Campbell presents to us in the three volumes under 
review. The complete work comprises over forty studies bearing on the 
life and labors of the principal Jesuit missionaries who in the late seven- 
teenth and early eighteenth century preached the Gospel to the aborigines 
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of Eastern Canada. The names of Jogues and Br^boeuf , Marquette and 
Lalemand, are, as they deserve to be, singled out for special honor, but 
there is no one of this noble band who does not deserve the tribute paid 
his memory by the author of these intensely interesting pages. 

At the present day, when the aborigines are fast disappearing from 
the United States and Canada, not much attention seems to be given by 
the average man to the conditions experienced by the early settlers, 
their relations with the tribes who then dwelt in the land and particu- 
larly to the efforts, in a large degree successful, of the Catholic Church to 
Christianize, and consequently to civilize, the Indians of North America. 
The ideas of most of us on these matters are rather hazy, and, in par- 
ticular, few know of the tremendous obstacles to success encountered at 
every step by the first laborers in the most unpromising of vineyards. 
A glance through, for instance, Father Campbell's chapters on the four 
priests mentioned above will prove to most of us somewhat of a revela- 
tion. From them, among other things, we learn that the Indian was 
far from an easy subject for conversion; that on the contrary any ideas 
he possessed on the subject of religion were particularly alien from 
Christianity. Longfellow's "Hiawatha" was an ideal who had few 
counterparts in real life. To acquire a command of the various Indian 
dialects was also a serious task, and worst of all were the disgusting 
habits of the natives, which the missionaries had to endure without the 
slightest sign of repugnance, under pain of instant and perpetual fail- 
ure to accomplish their object. 

Yet, these and numerous other obstacles were met, and eventually 
overcome, with a patience that was simply inexhaustible, by a host of 
missionary priests animated by apostolic zeal of the very highest order. 
The ways and means by which they attained their end are admirably 
depicted by Father Campbell in the work before us. The noble history 
of those old-time French priests is excellently told by their modem con- 
frere, and it is a history with which every intelligent American Catholic 
should become familiar. Every parish library in the land should pos- 
sess these three volumes, and not merely to ornament the shelves, the 
fate too frequently of serious works, but for constant, daily usage. 



G>lumbus and His Predecessors. By Charles H. McCarthy, Ph.D., 
author of " Lincoln's Plan of Reconstruction " ; " Civil Govern- 
ment in the United States," etc. Philadelphia: John Joseph 
McVey, 1912. 12mo., pp. xiv -f 224. 

Since the advent of the new school of historical criticism there has 
risen a constantly increasing demand for popular works based upon 



